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Japan's SWING JOURNAL - 5 out of 5 Stars!

by Shohei Chujo
Arguably the biggest discovery since Gambarini

What an attractive voice! Diane Hubka’s voice is airy and clear,
with a hint of huskiness that gives it character. It is very supple and
graceful, a great match for jazz. | fell in love with her voice when

I heard the first note of the first song. She has a wonderful sense of
swing. Instead of scatting acrobatically, she has a natural and bouncy
feel that is very charming. A type of singer who is most effective

at medium or medium-fast tempo that can be heard in the first and
last song of this album, she has an air of relaxed charm and brings
happiness to any listener. Among the female vocalists who came to
our attention recently, she is arguably the biggest discovery since
Roberta Gambarini. The great efforts of the band that supports her
should not be overlooked, either. While the key here is pianist Jacob who also provides the arrangements, the
rhythm and melody played by the guitar add attractive accents that cannot be found in the ubiquitous piano
trio setting. The trumpeter is also quite good. Especially, the drumming of LaBarbera, who accompanied Bill
Evans in his last years, is so good that | wondered aloud, “Was he so good at accompanying singers?” It is
rare to find such a coherent unity of six musicians in a group led by a vocalist. It is a thing to behold when
Hubka sings in unison with her band mates based on that solid foundation. Special mention should be made
for the interesting song selection. As you can see from the title, it is a collection of film music. This surprising
repertoire would impress even the most seasoned jazz fans.

Masamichi Okazaki - 4 1/2 stars: Slightly husky, supple and sensitive

I am intoxicated by the slightly husky, supple and sensitive voice of Diane Hubka. Hubka, whose
father is reportedly of Czech descent, was born in New York State and is now based in Los Angeles. She’s an
up-and-coming artist already with three albums under her belt.

This album consists entirely of film music, and the selections are interesting. Seldom performed
tunes are mixed with well-known classics, which make for a very nice atmosphere. “All God’s Chillun Got
Rhythm” is known through great recorded performances by Bud Powell and others, and indeed it is a theme
song of a Marx Brothers” movie. Hubka demonstrates her jazz chops by throwing in a scat solo. With a touch
of elegance and class, her expressions are well controlled and very pleasant. Her romantic side shows through
in Burt Bacharach’s “The Look of Love”, and her sophisticated taste in the bossa nova treatment of Jerome
Kern’s “I’m Old Fashioned.” A theme song of a 007 movie is rendered as an emotional ballad. And the best
thing about this album is that a hidden gem like “The Long Goodbye” appears unexpectedly. In this tune
Saunders’ trumpet solo intertwines with the plaintive voice of Hubka, and the effect is very beautiful.

Hubka is also a good guitarist, and we get to hear her accompany herself in Luiz Bonfa’s “Manha de
Carnaval.”
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